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Big Question of the Week…
“When did something start out badly for you but in the end, it was great?“
Your School Needs You!
As you are aware, improving reading is one of the
key targets on this year’s School Improvement Plan.
Having the opportunity to share books with an adult
on a one to one basis can be highly beneficial in
encouraging children to become enthusiastic and
confident readers. We would like to build a team of
willing volunteers to come and offer our children
the opportunity to share books on a regular basis
either between 8.40 and 9.20 in the morning or
from 2.30 – 3.15 in the afternoon. We did try to
launch this initiative last year but circumstances overtook so I am aware that some people had already
offered their help and I will be approaching those people again but we need more volunteers to make this
work effectively. We will be running a training session to ensure anyone who does offer their support can
feel confident that they will be able to do a good job. The only qualifications you need are a willingness to
be enthusiastic about books and stories and a small amount of time you can commit to regularly. One or two
days each week – whatever time you can offer will be gratefully received. We plan to run our first training
session on Wednesday 14th November from 8.40 – 9.20 and re-run it from 2.30 – 3.15 the same day. If you
cannot make either of these sessions this does not prevent you from volunteering – we can run as many
sessions as we need. To offer your help please call in at or telephone the School Office and let the staff
know when you are able to help and whether you can attend either of the training sessions or email us at
primary@bures.suffolk.sch.uk with the same information or talk to me on the gate. Thank you.
(Class teachers are always happy to receive volunteer support from parents so if you can help at the times
mentioned above but could spare some time now and again we are always glad to have help!)

Parents Workshop—Success For All—A date for EVERY diary!!
We have had an interesting and exciting week getting started with the ‘Success for All’ approach to
Literacy. I would like to thank the staff for their hard work in preparing to deliver this new approach.
Children have been busy making up strange names for their groups (unicorns seem to feature heavily in
these) and lots of our teachers and teaching assistants have had fun getting to grips with the
Alfie the Crocodile hand puppet who loves phonics. It has been great to see older and younger children
working together offering each other support and encouragement and enjoying the
fabulous books which form the basis of their learning. It is your turn to get
involved next by attending our Parents Workshop at either 1.45 pm or 6.00 pm
on Tuesday 13th November. This opportunity will provide you with a better
understanding of what the approach entails and the many ways in which you can
offer further support and encouragement to your child at home. (We are happy to
for toddlers to attend the afternoon session—it will be very informal).

Explore, Believe, Shine
‘The Adventure Awaits…’

Church Links—REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 11TH NOVEMBER

Karate

Once again a Family Remembrance Service will be held in the
School Hall, together with the Brownies, Cubs and Beavers.

Our Karate club has a few spaces
available for children wanting start in

Refreshments will be served from 10 am, and the Service will
follow at 10.30 am. After that, we will walk to St Mary's
Church where we will join the congregation and others for the
laying of wreaths at the War Memorial.

January. Please let the office know if
you are
interested and we

We would love to see as many children and parents from school
join us to. We will be laying a wreath from the
school and I will choose a small group of children who
are smartly dressed in their school uniforms to do

will pass your details onto the
Karate teacher.

this on behalf of us all.

Attendance—Whole School so far this academic year 96.9%
Gold = 98 -100%

Green = 95 – 97.9%

Red = 90 – 94.9%

Purple = <90%

Reception

Year One

Year Two

Year Three

Year Four

Year Five

Year Six

97.0

97.6

93.8

99.3

95.9

96.1

98.1

Great attendance Year Three and Year Six!

Explore, Believe, Shine
‘The Adventure Awaits…’

PSA NEWS
Break the Rules Day
Thank you to everybody who participated in Break the Rules
Day at the end of last half term. It was lovely to see the
children so
excited about coming to school and really
enjoying their chance to break some rules for the day! Your
generous donations helped us to raise an amazing £422.88
which will be put directly towards the cost of providing
specialist sports coaching for all classes this year. (Never
again! - Ms Slater)
Bag2School
Just a reminder that our next Bag2School collection is
booked for Monday 19th November. Please place any items of clothing that you no longer require into your
Bag2School donation bag (which you should have received this week) and bring the bag to school on 19th
November. All types of children's or adults clothes and shoes are accepted, except for school uniform.
(However this can be donated to our own second hand uniform stall if you wish to do so). Additional bags can
be obtained from the school office, if required.
Christmas Events
Our next children's event will be a Christmas Magic Show, which will be held straight after school on Thursday 13th December. Please save the date - more details to follow soon.
We will also be packing bags at Waitrose on Sunday 16th December to raise money for our school. If you
and/or your child would like to get involved, please add your names to the list in the school office, or speak
to Nicola Hart for more information.
Shoebox Appeal We have decided to take a different approach to the ‘Shoebox Appeal’ this year to enable
all our children to get involved. We plan to have a ‘Non-Uniform Day’ on Friday 23rd November. In order to
have a uniform-free day children will need to contribute either—A full shoebox, one or two items off the
shoebox list or a financial donation of £1 or more. In this way we are hoping to create as many shoeboxes
between us as we can. Items to include in a shoebox are toys, hygiene items (such as toothbrushes, bars of
soap, flannels), stationery or warm accessories (gloves and hats). You will receive a leaflet today with a little
more information about the Samaritan’s Purse initiative. Last year we sent about one hundred shoeboxes to
the appeal—it would be great to send even more this year!
Collective Worship
On Monday, Mrs Scott and I told the story of the Good Samaritan, with the help of some amazing actors.
This enabled us to talk about getting involved in the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal as to
show our care and concern for others. On Tuesday, the ‘Open the Book’ team led a dramatic
retelling of the story of the lost son. They talked about how irresponsible the son was but
how forgiving his father was too—two of our values in one assembly!! Rev Steve led a lovely
service in the church on Thursday morning. He talked about how God’s love is bigger than any
of the things which might scare us and then introduced an All Saints’ Day pumpkin which illustrated how
Christians believe that God can take away the bad things inside us and replace it with his light.
Chilling Out! YOGA We are currently talking to a couple of Yoga teachers who may be interested in starting
a new Yoga Club at school. Emma Mardell has a company called ‘Kula Kids Yoga’ sessions and currently runs
yoga sessions at Heathlands Primary School where she works as an LSA. We are considering offering the
opportunity for children to attend an after school yoga club on a Wednesday evening and Emma has offered
to run a taster session to see if parents and children might be interested on Wednesday 7th November from
3.30—4.30 pm. Please sign up for this free taster on Gateway.
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Our Learning Ambassadors for this week are:
Daisy, Billy, Travis, Phoebe, Daniel, Charlie, Betty, Isabel, Huck, Olivia,
Pippa, Albert, Lottie, Neave
Well Done to all of them!
INFORMATION AND DATES FOR AUTUMN TERM 2018
Hopefully this Dates List will help you plan your diary for this term but schools are dynamic places, so there are bound to be
dates and times which may change. We will keep you informed of any changes as early as possible.
HALF TERM Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October
Mon 29th Oct
Thurs 1st Nov
nd

Fri 2 Nov
th

Wed 7 Nov
Fri 9th Nov
Tue 13th Nov
Wed 14th Nov
Fri 16th Nov
Mon 19th Nov
Fri 23rd Nov
Tues 27th Nov
Fri 30th Nov
Thurs 6th Dec
Tues 11th Dec
Tues 11st Dec
Wed 12th Dec
Thurs 13th Dec
Tues 18th Dec
Wed 19th Dec
Thurs 3rd January

9am

Back to School
Church Assembly at St Mary’s Church

All Day
9 – 10.30am

Y3/4 Southend Sealife Centre
Prospective Parent Open Morning

2pm - 4.15pm
3.30 – 4.30pm
3pm
1.45 – 3.10pm

KS1 Football Festival (selected students)
Yoga Taster Session
Art Exhibition
Parent Workshop – ‘Success for All’ – Literacy teaching

6 – 7.30pm
1.30 – 4.30pm

All Day
2 – 5pm
9 – 10.30am
Afternoon
11.00 am
6pm
2pm – 3pm
All day
3.15pm
12 noon
8.40 am

Sports Hall Athletics Festival (selected students)
Children in Need Day
Bag2School (Bags at school gate by 8.45pm)
Faith and Festival Day
Y 5/6 Basketball Competition at TGS (selected students)
Prospective Parent Open Morning
Whole School Pantomime at Wolsey Theatre
Nursery Nativity for Parents
KS2 Carol Service – St Mary’s Church
R/KS 1 Nativity – St Mary’s Church
Circus Workshops
PSA Christmas Magic Show
Christmas Lunch
Last Day of Term
Children return to school
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