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Big Question of the Week...
“Should we spend money on public works of art when they are people in our
country who do not have enough to eat?”
Happy Harvest!
I would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to the lovely people at Bures Baptist Church for making our Harvest
Festivals on Wednesday so special. We always receive a very warm welcome and know that Pastor Cath and
her team will help to focus our thoughts on what Harvest is all about. It was great to see our children
assuming the roles of both safe and lost sheep. I know they all enjoyed it. I’d like to thank the school staff
and all our children who contributed through songs, prayers, poems and artwork. The Nursery
children did a great job of singing ‘Dingle Dangle Scarecrow’ after only three weeks in school! Below are
some photos of the event and a poem written by Freya from Year 5 which she read beautifully at the final
service of the morning. I think we were all amazed at the quality of all the children’s poems but especially
this one. Thank you to all for your generosity in providing a range of
gifts to be sent to the food bank. I know they will be appreciated!
Autumn days
The windy autumn days when,
The leaves turn orange after waving goodbye to their
colour green,
The farmers harvesting the shimmering, golden wheat in
the fields.
A stench of the bonfire night cloudy smoke,
A gush of wind flows through the golden wheat going one
way or the other.
I can taste the freezing, frosty mornings waking up from
my bed,
Having a cosy, warm hot chocolate with a piece of
marmite toast.
The crinkly fire wears out its goodness,
Winter comes about and all the leaves are gone,
The days get shorter and the warmth gets shallower.
Icicles falling down my window,
I had one leaf on a tree hanging ready to fall off,
Watching the leaves fall down the tree,
But this leaf was special to see.
Off it goes,
And drifts away into the misty snow
By Freya—Year 5
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More School Improvement News
This year’s School Improvement Plan was adopted by the Governors at our meeting on Tuesday evening
after lots of discussion and debate over the last few weeks. The full plan is available to parents on our
website under the ‘About Us’ tab but I thought I would highlight the key targets here!
Leadership and Management
Further develop the curriculum to ensure children acquire knowledge, understanding and skills consistently
and progressively in all aspects of their education Key Objectives
Ensure that Governors have access to the information they need to provide both support and challenge to
leaders – particularly in terms of accurate assessment information and progress and support for
disadvantaged pupils.
Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment
Ensure that all teaching is consistently good or better in all areas of the curriculum across the school.
Ensure teachers make highly effective use of lesson time, including strong assessment and feedback, to
ensure that the majority of pupils falling behind are enabled to catch up.
Outcomes for Pupils
Ensure that the percentage of children reaching the expected standard in reading is above 80%
Ensure that the attainment and progress of disadvantaged pupils is close to that of other pupils with similar starting points
Secure good progress for all SEND pupils from their varied starting points
Secure better than expected progress for Y4 and Y5 pupils to enable an increased percentage of them to
achieve ARE or above by the end of the academic year
Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare
Implement an effective and consistent whole school approach to securing emotional and mental well-being
for all.
Improve pupils’ attitudes to learning ensuring that they make good progress and become confident and selfassured learners.
Achieve attendance target of 97% and reduce the percentage of pupils who are persistently absent.
Effectiveness of Early Years Provision (Nursery and Reception)
Ensure that the introduction of elements of ‘Success For All’ into daily practice
is effective - leading to high quality teaching and learning.
Ensure the percentage of pupils achieving Early Learning Goals in writing at end
of Reception is equal to or higher than the national average
Increase the proportion of EYFS pupils exceeding ELG in Maths at the end of
Reception
I will continue to describe the actions we will be taking towards achieving these targets and let you know
what progress we are making. I would love to hear your comments on the School Improvement Plan,
especially if you have any ideas we may not have considered about ways in which we may be able to achieve
some of the targets.
No Excuse
I am sorry to have to give a reminder to a few individual parents that there is
never a good reason for you to park on the zigzags outside our school. Please
DO NOT do it! You are risking the lives of drivers, pedestrians and most of
all our/your children!
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Second Hand Uniform Sale
We will be holding a second
hand uniform sale on Tuesday
9th October at 3.15pm. Lots
of good quality items of
school clothing will be
available for you to purchase.

TESCO Tokens

Children’s Book Festival

the least still gets £1000! This means we will

We are thrilled to say that we are one of the
three charities who are in the race to gain the
most tokens in September and October at
Tesco in Sudbury. The charity gaining the most
tokens at the end of this period wins £4000,
the runner up gets £2000 and the one with

The people of Lavenham are holding their
second Children’s Book Festival on 20th and
21st October. There will be opportunities to
meet some well-known authors and illustrators,
engage in some creative writing at the special
workshops and hear some great stories. It

definitely get some money but it would be
fantastic to have £4000 to spend. Please visit
Tesco as often as you can in the next few
weeks and get your friends and family to do
the same. We are hoping to use the money
raised to fund our Forest Schools programme.

sounds like an ideal way to begin the half term
week. For more information visit...
www.lavenhamliteraryfestival.co.uk
Thank you to everyone who has already
contributed—Please keep visiting!!
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PSA News
Lego Card Exchange

Thank you to everyone who came along to our
Lego Card Exchange last week. We hope you managed to pick up all the cards you needed. It was
lovely to see the children enjoying themselves,
and thanks to your kind donations, we raised
£45.81 for PSA funds too.
Break the Rules Day
On Thursday 18th October, for one day only, we will be giving children the opportunity to Break
some School Rules!! More details of how children can be a little bit rebellious for the day coming
soon!
Christmas Fundraising - Your PSA Needs YOU!
This year, the PSA are asking every parent to contribute an hour of their time to support us in
raising funds for our school. There are many ways in which you may like to do this, but here are a
couple of ideas for those of you who work Monday to Friday and can't usually get to our events:
We have been very fortunate to secure a Christmas Bag Pack fundraising opportunity at Waitrose in Sudbury on Sunday 16th December from 10am to 1pm. Children of all ages will be welcome
to come along and help (further details will follow nearer the time). However, in order to make the
event viable, we will need lots of parent helpers too. If you are able to pop along and help oversee
the children for an hour, we would love to hear from you. Please speak to Nicola Hart, email
PSA@bures.suffolk.sch.uk or leave a message via the school office.
We are also looking for volunteers to help run a stall at this year's Bures Christmas Fair, which
will be held on Bures Common at Saturday 1st December from 4pm onwards. If you will be coming
to the Fair and can spare an hour of your time to help on our school stall, please speak to Helen
Foster, email PSA@bures.suffolk.sch.uk or leave a message via the school office.
Both of these events have the potential to raise a significant amount of money to support your
child at school. However, in order to be viable, we really do need parents to come forward and help
- many hands make light work! Thank you in advance for your support.

Parent Consultations
Please note we have had to amend the parent consultation dates. They will now take place on
Monday 15th October 3.30—7.00pm and Wednesday 17th October 3.30—6.00pm.
Please come to the office or contact us by phone to book your appointment from Monday 1st
October.

Explore, Believe, Shine
‘The Adventure Awaits…’

Our Learning Ambassadors for this week are:
Tia, Beatrix, Annabelle, William, Jake, Freya, Darcey, Felicity, Oliver,
Oliver, Ollie, Ruby and Oliver
Well Done to all of them!

Keeping Everyone Healthy

Book Fair Bonanza

We at school are doing our best to ensure that

Thank you to all parents, grandparents and children

our children are learning to adopt a healthy life-

who supported our Book Fair. You will be pleased to

style. One of the ways we do this is to insist

hear that your spending has enabled us to purchase

that fruit is the only kind of snack children

over £250 worth of books for school.

bring to eat at morning break and that their

I would particularly like to thank Mrs Scott—our Book

water bottles contain only water. Please can you

Fair Coordinator who devoted lots of extra time and

ensure that this is the case. Next week we will

energy to run the sessions after school.

be asking children to place their snacks in a
separate container so we can ensure that fruit
is the only thing that
makes its way onto the
playground.
We would really
appreciate your support
with this.
Thank you!
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