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Changing Times
| would like to thank all the parents, staff, Governors and pupils who have shared their thoughts with me on
the proposal to change the timings of our school day. As | stated in a previous newsletter, the parents who
contacted me were overwhelmingly positive about the early opening but there were several concerns about
the shortening of the lunch hour for our KS2 pupils. The suggestion was that a shorter lunch hour would
provide less time for pupils to enjoy a leisurely lunch particularly when they were attending a club and would
also cut down the opportunity they had to let of steam and improve their fitness. The Catering and MDA
Team were also concerned about their ability to provide the necessary lunches in the shorter amount of
time and also felt that the children would get less time on the filed as a result. We discussed all the issues
involved as a Senior Leadership Team at our meeting on Tuesday and made the decision that the extra ten
minutes classroom time we would gain in the afternoon would not outweigh the benefits of a full hour of
exercise and dining each day.

As a result, I am now informing you that from Monday 4th June the school day will begin at 8.40 am but all
children will continue to have an hour for lunch from 12.10 @ 1.10 pm.
Further details will follow to clarify our expectations of parents and
children in terms of punctual arrival and the relevant changes to our
Attendance Policy. The Nursery will also open at 8.40 am to save par-
ents from having to drop off school age children off at different

times but we are happy to discuss a 9.00 am arrival for

Nursery parents who would prefer this.

Trending on Twitter?
I am not at all sure | really understand what this means but our Year 6 Class have been
thrilled to find that they have had a quite amazing response to their Tweet asking people to

help them decide which book they should read and study next. An incredible 2,742 votes had
been cast when | last looked.

. Thenumber of votes began to rise after Neil Gaiman (one
lown’s M of Miss Holtomds favourite a Ty tjwe et
X expressing his support for F g o A0 nfjg Ca

Wynne Jones. | think Skellig may have been winning up
until that point. | am not always a fan of social media but
I think this is a great use of Twitter i Well done Miss
Holtomand Year6fiLet s hope you enj J e c e t
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PSA News
Royal Wedding Street Party
In conjunction with our School Caterers, we are looking forward to hosting a Royal Wedding
'Street Party' lunch for all children on Friday 18th May. Children are invited to wear red, white
and/or blue clothes to school on this day. (Year 6 are our VIP guests and should dress in appropri-
ate wedding outfits). We hope that it will be a memorable occasion for everybody!

Smarties for Silver

On Friday 18th May, we will also be launching our Smarties for Silver
Challenge. At the end of the day, each child will receive a tube of
Smarties from the PSA. Once they have eaten the Smarties,
would like children to retain the empty tube and try to fill it with
loose change. We will be speaking to the children in assembly about how they might earn or raise
their money and hope that you will support your child(ren) in undertaking this challenge. If any
child has a food intolerance, and should not be given Smarties, please let us know (via the school
office) by Monday 14th May. All money raised will go towards improvements to the school play-
ground and there will be a reward for the class which raises the most money per child. We would
like to thank Sainsburys in Sudbury for supporting us with this fundraising initiative.

we

Carpenter / Handyperson needed
We are looking for somebody who would be able to build some shelves in our new PSA shed.  If you
are able to help us, please speak to Helen Foster (or leave a message for her via the school office)

Donations Needed for Summer Fair

Fridge - We would love to hear from anyone who can lend us a
fridge for the day. (Needs to be big enough to hold the
sausages and burgers for the BBQ). If you are able to help,
please speak to Jo Bryant (or leave a message for her via the
school office)

Prizes - We are now also looking for donations of raffle and
tombola prizes please - bottles, confectionary, toiletries or
any other items would be gratefully received.

Forthcoming Events

Dress Down Day (in support of Summer Fair)
June

Summer Fair - Saturday 30th June, 12 -2pm

- Friday 15th
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Well one Year Five and Six!
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Collective Worship

Our shorter Collective Worship week began on
Tuesday when the Open the Book Team shared the
of OEI i j a-htheahildten enh e
t he t he
the way in which God provided Elijah with all that he

story
joyed idea of
needed. Ask them to tell you the story!
On Wednesday, we celebrated the fact that May is
of ficially 6Share a
our favourite stories;

We're Going,;;; a Bear Hunt.

Michael Rosen | ;‘

particularly the ones we
N Helen Oxenbury

know off by heart. We
then had fun doing a
whole school retelling

of O6Wedre Go

Hunt & c| /'(
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with sound effects and
actions.
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BURES OPEN GARDENS
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th May
1A 6 pm
We are pleased to say that we are hoping to open
our school
this
Horticultural Society who are working with us to

Gardens 0 year . We
improve our outdoor areas and hopefully encourage
the children to develop a greater love of all things
green. We are very much hoping to be able to unveil
our own Bures Dragon as part of the Open Gardens
weekend. We are aware that we still have a long way
to go before we can be classed as a show garden but
we hope you will take part in the event with your
children A it will be a
lovely way for them to
feel a real part of the
community. Proceeds
from the event will go to
St Maryéos
the Air Ambulance.
Tickets £5.00
(Children free)

Stunning Scientists and a Blooming Success for

Erin

Last Friday, prizes were awarded to our budding
ayouagrssiehtists who had taken the time to get stuck
anto olr RecycladePlayy@und Homewark dctivity inn d
preparation for Science Week. Thank you to all the
children who were involved and to Mrs Harrison who
helped Mrs Bennie to judge the designs. The winning-
designs tame frolVeDartieRYI3, kChadlie e plradia ¥ 6,
Erin Y4, Isabella Y2, Elsie Y5 and Esme Y4.

As part of her entry Erin wrote to three shops to ask

i f they
hayfever. She was thrilled to receive an email back

could donate
from a lady at Homebase offering her £20.00 worth

of free plants. Her mum and her are going to go and
pick them up for us as soon as they can. What a
result! Well done to everyone who produced a
recycled playground design. We now have lots of
great ideas for developing the area into a great space

for learning.

grounds as par

Hadleigh Show
Saturday 19th May

There isgriggsiflecegtertaipnaent, activities, cook-
1Y femprsiragions, fvesiogks igge stangls ang;
local producers. Lots to do, see and eat! A great

family day out!

Family tickets £25.00

in advance. Gates open
at 8am. Parking is
free!

pl ant
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Nut Free School Summer School

The school requests that parents and
carers observe the nut-free policy and \
therefore do not include nuts, or any \ /
traces of nuts, in packed lunches. =
Colchester Royal Grammar School

We also ask that any baked good that are

kindly donated for the class cake stalls S ummer SC hOOI 20 18

also do not contain nuts.

Monday 23rd — Friday 27th July
Year 5, 6 & 7 students:
Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) Colchester

Year 7, 8 & 9 students: The Young Apprentice

For further details and applications please contact:
Ms Baines (sbaines@crgs.co.uk)

Colchester Royal Grammar School

6 Lexden Road

Colchester

CO33ND
Sports Day 01206 509100
We would like to confirm that Sports Day
will be held on Tuesday 19th June. 2018.
We apologise for the mistake on a previous — Leam — Enjoy — Be Inspired —
newsletter.

Kwik Cricket

On Tuesday a team on Y5 children went to play Kwik Cricket at the Sudbury Cricket club. We
were put into batting pairs and took it in turn to bowl. The rest of us were fielding with one of us
bowling. Some people were better at bowling and some were better at batting. Some of us were
just as good at both. Monty was the leader of our team because he has had a lot of experience

playing cricket. He even got a wicket on his first bowl.
We all had great fun.

Alyssia and Sam
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Our Learning Ambassadors for this week are:

Tia, Zachary, Bella, Jamie, Calum, Poppy,

Lula- Mai, Odin, Lilly - May, Marley - Rai, Charlie,
Lyla- Rose, Chloe and Noah.

Well Done to all of them!

Y3 and 46s trip to Daws Hal/l

My perspective of the trip was that the staff were friendly, kind and loving. We were observing the soil

that was moist and muddy. The staff showed us a slow worm which | named Copper because of its colour
which was grey. The pond dipping that we did was so fun and everybody loved it. Some people had boots
that were short and some had no boots at all. Some even had holes in them. They could still help by look-
ing at the creatures that we caught like bloodworms, shrimps and tigwalkers. We caught them by put-
ting a net into the stream and kicking up the stones right by the net and the taking the sent out of the
stream.

Freya Y4

On the trip we were focussing

on rivers and flow. We dug a riv-
er and it worked. The water
flowed carefully down the mud-

-k dy soil and compost. It was real-
ly fun. We also got to do some
pond dipping and looked for
worms. We had an amazing time.

Esme Y4
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