
Parent Reading 
Workshop

Do you know why 
reading is so 
important?

Do you know 
how to help 
your child 

improve their 
reading ability?

Do you know 
how to improve 

your child’s 
understanding of 

reading?

Is reading at home 
regular and 

something you 
look forward too?

Are you aware of 
the types of 

reading support 
offered in 
school?



Agree / Disagree?

"If one cannot enjoy reading a book 
over and over again, there is no use in 
reading it at all.”

Oscar Wilde



Agree / Disagree?

“If you are going to get 
anywhere in life you have 
to read a lot of books”

Roald Dahl



Aims
• To help you understand how children learn

to read and the skills they need.
• To explain how reading is delivered at 

Bures Primary School.
• To give you strategies when helping your

child at home.
• To raise you child’s self esteem and

promote reading in a positive light, thereby
raising attainment levels. 



Why Is Reading Important?
Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one 

of the most powerful ways of improving academic 
standards in school.

It helps children learn about the world in which they 
live 

Good writing starts with good reading 
It is a key skill needed to progress in all other subjects 

Children learn how language works 

There can be few better ways to improve pupils 
chances in school, or beyond in the wider world than 
to enable them to become truly independent readers.

Children develop a love of texts



Our children as readers:
What Do We Want for Our Children?

To have reasons for 
preferences in what they 

read

To be able to summarise 
what has been read

To read with expression
To read with 

understanding 
(comprehension)

To read for pleasure
To be able to choose 

what they would like to 
read for themselves



What makes a good reader?
 

Decode

Understand

Respond

Attitude

The main purpose of reading is to build a visual image of the text



Reading requires two key skills
Phonics and Word Recognition

The ability to recognise words presented in and out of context.
The ability to apply phonic rules - blending phonemes to decode 

(c-a-t).
High quality phonics.

Understanding / Comprehension
The process by which word information, sentences and discourse 

are interpreted.
The ability to understand the ideas, information and themes in a 

text.
The same processes underlie comprehension of both oral and 

written language. If a child understands what they hear, they will 
understand the same information when they read.

Continues to develop throughout life!
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Reading in School  
The Teaching of Reading

Phonics
Shared reading
Guided reading

Independent reading– individual, group and paired
Home/school reading 1:1
Focused reading activities

Reading across the curriculum
Reading whole texts for English learning

Class novels and stories - Hearing books read aloud on a 
regular basis

Selecting their own choice of texts
School readers                        Home readers

The hearing of reading is NOT the teaching of reading



Reading at Bures

• EYFS and KS1 listen to children read individually.
• Decoding and simple comprehension is taught 

through Read Write Inc.
• Comprehension is taught to those no longer learning 

to decode and blend through a range of classroom 
activities.

• A whole class book is shared for pleasure at the end 
of the day.



Reading at Bures

• KS2 tend only to listen to children read individually if 
they are behind age expectations or possibly a 
reluctant reader.

• Decoding and simple comprehension is taught 
through Read Write Inc. to those who need it.

• Comprehension is taught through whole class 
reading, where a text or extract is shared and 
comprehension questions/activities completed.

• A whole class book is shared for pleasure at the end 
of the day.



Reading at Bures

• Book logs – the expectation is that all children read 
at least 3x a week at home. Either to someone else 
or independently. The reading should be recorded in 
their reading log.

• Reading raffle – to help motivate children to read, 
those who read 5 or more times a week (and record 
it in their reading log) receive a raffle ticket. In 
Thursday assemblies one EYFS and KS1 ticket is 
drawn and one KS2 ticket. The winners receiving a 
book.



The importance of reading at home 

A parent is a child’s first and longest serving 
teacher.

That relationship is ongoing throughout a child’s 
school life and life itself.



The importance of reading at home 
Of all the help you can give your child, the most 
important job you’ll probably do is helping with 
reading. That’s because learning to read involves 

practice, Practice and more practice so giving your 
child a bit of shared reading time every day will make 

a big difference. They should be reading a range of 
genres and reading out loud to enable them to 
develop expression, intonation, confidence and 

fluency in their reading. This should not stop even 
when a child becomes an independent reader.



Reading at Home – Enjoy!
• Understand it is not a test and it is not a race.
• Create a quiet and comfortable reading environment.
• Make reading visible; have books available in your 

home for different purposes.
(Cook books, newspapers, internet pages, novels  and 

instruction manuals, calendars and diaries) 
• Boys need to see that reading is something men do.
• Share books every day. Plan reading into your daily 

routine.
• Talk about books don’t just read them.
• Sit and listen - don’t do chores around the reader!



What to do if your child is stuck
•Use phonics first. What sound does the word 

begin with? Can you say the sounds in the 
word? Blend them together.

•Read to the end of the sentence. What would 
make sense?

•What is the text about – what might fit here?
Does it sound right?

•Look at the picture. Does it help?



How to use these strategies at home

John let his pet frog go.
It ******across the grass.

What is the first sound?
It h***** across the grass.

What would make sense?
It hopping across the grass.

Does that sound right?
It hopped across the grass.
Use the pictures to help and support.



The power of three…
Unless we are reading at 90 words a minute we are 

unable to comprehend what we are reading. To 
improve fluency:

1st time – read to decode.
2nd time – read for fluency.
3rd time – read for expression and intonation.

Then you can show you are understanding the 
meaning of what you are reading.



I can read really well!
In general, the management of behaviour in
classrooms is not a function of the techniques
of directly controlling behaviour – that is,
desist style. Rather, it is a function of the
techniques of creating an effective classroom
ecology containing such variables as having a
non-satiating learning programme, initiating
and maintaining movement flow and aiming
teacher actions at appropriate targets.



But what does it mean?
Decoding vs Comprehension

I may have been able to confidently
read (decode) the previous slide but I

didn’t really understand it!



The whole reader
Focus

To decode text for meaning – reading the words and 
understanding what they mean. Simple retrieval of 
information. Beginning of inference

KS1

To retrieve information Lower KS2 (Year 
3 and 4)

To deduce, infer or interpret information, events or 
ideas from texts
To consider the structure and organisation of the text

To explain and comment on the author’s use of 
language

Upper KS2 (Year 
5 and 6)

To identify and comment on writers’ purposes and 
viewpoints and overall effect of the text on the reader



Talking About Books - Questions!
• Do you like this book?
• Do you like this 

character?
• It’s a good story isn’t it?
• Do you like reading?
• Are you good at reading?
• Do you like this kind of 

story?

Change these questions so 
that the answers cannot 
be yes or no.

• What do you like about 
this book?

• What do you think of this 
character?

• Why do you think this is a 
good story?

• What’s great about 
reading?

• How are you getting 
better at reading?

• What is it about these 
stories that you like so 
much?



Retrieval/Literal
(Find it and Prove it)

Where did …… go?
Where did Peter Rabbit go?

Which paragraph tells you ….?
Which paragraph tells you that bats are
nocturnal?

What did the ….. do?
What did Goldilocks do after she’d
eaten the porridge?



Inference and Deduction
‘Reading between the lines’

What’s the difference?
It could be said that deduction is more factual 
based, whereas inference has an element of 
guesswork. 

For example, if the police find a body in the 
library with a knife sticking out of it, the 
deduction would be that they had been 
murdered. The inference would be that 
someone didn't like them.



In Kensuke's Kingdom, when water and 
food are left beside Michael the deduction 
is that someone else lives on the island. 
The inference is that they care for Michael, 
but don't want him to know anything 
about them.

Inference and Deduction
‘Reading between the lines’



SNOW WHITE
Inferring is figuring out what the author wants you to 
think. For example, in Snow White, the author plants 
clues to infer that the witch is a bad character.
There’s plenty of evidence to support this inference; 
she tries to feed Snow White a poisoned apple; she 
speaks harshly to mirrors; she is horrified when she 
isn’t considered ‘fairest in the land’; she is so evil she 
plans to kill off Snow White.

There is no need for the author to explicitly state that 
‘the witch is an evil character’. It is all done through 
inference. 



How Parents Can Help With Inference Skills

Ask “What do you think?” and “What struck you here?” when 

you are reading or talking.

Explain that we make inferences all day long, not just when 

reading. Encourage a conversation with your child about this.

Model your own behind-the-scenes thinking: this technique is 

called a ‘think-aloud’. For example, “How do you know the 

princess is sad?” When your child replies, ask “What clues 

helped you figure that out? Show me the words.”

Similarly, when they have used context to puzzle out the 

meaning of an unknown word, ask “What helped you figure that 

out?”



How Parents Can Help With Inference Skills
Build inference skills with quick word games like twenty 
questions: children try to guess the identity of a mystery person 
or thing by asking questions – if they can’t guess, the asker gets a 
point. 

Predict what the next page will hold; explain why you think so. 
Let the child agree or not and defend his position. 

Think about the author’s intention 

i.e. why have they chosen the words ‘inky, black sky’? - to create 
atmosphere. 

Why has the author used a certain technique e.g. simile - to 
create interest for the reader?



What type of question? 
Retrieval, inference or deduction?

John had got up early to learn his spellings. He was very tired and decided to 
take a break. When he opened his eyes again the first thing he noticed was 
the clock on the chair. It was an hour later and nearly time for school. He 
picked up his two books and put them in a bag. He started pedalling to school 
as fast as he could. However, John ran over some broken bottles and had to 
walk the rest of the way. By the time he had crossed the bridge and arrived at 
class, the test was over.

• What was John trying to learn? 
• How many books did John pick up? 
• How did John travel to school? 
• What happened to John when he decided to take a break?



What type of question? 
Retrieval, inference or deduction?

Billy was crying. His whole day was spoilt. All his hard work had been broken by 
the wave. His mother came to stop him crying. But she accidentally trod on the 
only tower that was left. Billy cried even more. “Never mind,” said his mother, 
“You can always build another one tomorrow.” Billy stopped crying
and went home for his tea. 

• What is the most crucial word in this passage? Why?
• How do we know where this is taking place?
• Why is Billy crying?
• What has spoilt his day?
• What work has he been doing?
• Why was only one tower left?
• Why is it easy to build one tomorrow?
• Why did Billy stop crying?
• What time was it?



P.E.E
Talking about books 
with older readers



Talking about books
It is not a test!

Do you like this book; why?
Who is your favourite character?

Tell me about a character in the book.
Which words tell you what the character is like?

How would you feel?
What do you think will happen next?

What would you do?
What have you learned about …… in your book?

What can you tell me about…?



Talking About – Non-fiction Texts
The title of the book…
A page containing an illustration…What does an 
illustrator do?...Who is the illustrator?
The title page…
The name of the author…
The first sentence of the blurb…
The contents page…
The index…
What is a glossary?...How does it help us?
Fiction or non-fiction?



In the words of Rod Stewart… ‘Every 
picture tells a story!’ What questions could you ask?



Picture books are great for 
inference (even for older children)



Hearing your child read
• Choose a quiet time and give your 

child your full attention;
• Give support if required using the 

strategies explained earlier;
• Explain the meaning of new words;
• Talk about the text using open 

questions.



Reading to your children
• Introduce your children to different types of books; 

classic fiction, chapter books, short stories, joke 
books, poetry, non-fiction.

• Read them the book that was your favourite when 
you were a child.

• Read slowly, with expression. Try to use different and 
funny voices for characters.

• Follow the words and read the story using the 
pictures.

• Talk about what is happening and what might 
happen next. Leave the story on a cliffhanger!



Reading for Pleasure 

“Personalised engagement in reading 
for pleasure makes a recordable 
difference in children’s progress, in 
behaviour, competence, levels of 
knowledge, attitudes and creativity.” 
The Reading Agency



Reading should be fun – that way they will 
want to read to you. 

Here are some tips:
• Talk about the story and the characters as you go along.
• Let your child take over reading gradually – don’t push 

them into reading before they’re ready.
• Visit the library and borrow books you enjoy reading 

together.
• Choose subjects your child prefers - factual books or 

stories.
• Look for words in everyday life, not just books. Read 

newspaper headlines, shop signs or menus in cafes.
• Keep positive! If you show you enjoy reading, with your 

child or on your own, they will enjoy reading too.



Supporting Reading at Home
• Give reading status and importance by reading 

every day with your child.
• Don’t let a child struggle over a word for too 

long! If it’s too tricky and they’ve used their 
strategies then help! Allow time to self-correct.

• Children will scan down the page. Follow with 
finger word by word.

• It is a good idea to share reading aloud as you can 
model pace, expression and fluency for your child 
- ‘story teller voice’. 

• Model reading sentences back.



Supporting Reading at Home
• Encourage your child to read a range of texts such as 

comics, newspapers, non-fiction, plays and poetry 
etc.

• Encourage your child to read a series of books from a 
favourite author or books on topics of interests, 
especially to keep reluctant readers interested in 
reading.

• Use plenty of praise. Do not criticise when they get it 
wrong. Patience!

• Use questioning without ruining the flow of the 
story! 



Thank you, for your continued support


