Good Questions for Developing Comprehension

When your child is reading at home, here are some of the questions you could be
asking them to assist in their comprehension.

As you are questioning him/her, encourage your child to justify their response
with sentences/phrases from the text.

Question Stems

Red

The question is not enswered dnectly in the text. | must STOP énd think about the
passage and what | Know to help me answer this guestion.

» 1 wonder Whi... « Why 0o you think..
« What do you think. . Why Would...

» How do you thi... + How coud...

- What woud have happened... - What K.

Yellow

The answer is found by searching severd places In the text. | must SLOW DOWN
and Jook In more than one place in the text to answer this type of question.
+ What were the effects... + What were some...
« What factors caused... « What changes...
+ What were the afferences...  « Compare...
« What was similar gbout....

Green

The answer' s found In one place In the text. | can GO directly to the text
and find the answer: to this kind of question.

L4 Wlll . mll.
« What... « How...
e m'l
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Reading is broken down into the following skills/strategies. Target the
skill/strategy.

Skill/Strategy: Inferring

Question Stems:

Why do you think...?

What would happen if...?

What do you predict?

What do you think that behaviour means?

Can you show me a place where you had to assume something that the author didn’t come right out
and tell you?

What character traits are the characters showing right now? Find text evidence to back that up.

Skill/Strategy: Synthesising

Question Stems:

Can you tell me what this piece is about in 15 — 20 words?

Can you show me a place in the text where your thinking changed/shifted? How?

Has your opinion changed at all about a character, situation, problem...? What was your opinion
before, & why did you change your mind?

What do you think the theme of this passage is? What makes you think that?

Skill/Strategy: Visualising

Question Stems:

What are you seeing in your mind as you read?

What text helps you imagine? Are there any strong examples of imagery?
What do you think __ looks like?

Can you picture anything with this sentence/paragraph?

Skill/Strategy: Making Connections

Question Stems:

Does this remind you of anything? Why?
Is there a moment in this selection that make you think of something in your own life, another book,

TV, film...?

Skill/Strategy: Questioning

Question Stems:

What were you wondering about when you read that piece?
Can you show me a part where you were confused? What questions came to mind at that point?
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e What questions do you have right now about the character, situation, author, theme?

Skill/Strategy: Determining Importance
Question Stems:
e Can you find text that you think is important to the understanding of this story / book / extract?
e [sthat an important event? Why or why not?
e Do you think you need to remember this? Why or why not?
e Find something in your text that is unimportant & tell me why you feel that way.

Skill/Strategy: Cause & Effect
Question Stems:
e Why do you think that happened?
e What caused...?
e When occurred, what was the outcome?

Skill/Strategy: Compare & Contrast
Question Stems:
e Find similarities and differences between & .
Author’s purpose, Author’s perspective, Characters, Information, etc.
e Which of these do you identify with? Why?

Skill/Strategy: Main Idea & Supporting Details
Question Stems:

e What is the author’s perspective of this piece?

e What are the reasons/evidence/support for...?

e What is the main idea of this article?

e What is this chapter/book mainly about?
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